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EU Trade Commissioner Cecilia Malmström
is determined to bring a more transparent
approach to trade policy and forge closer ties
with civil society and the public.
In fact, greater transparency is one of the
goals of the new strategy for a more responsible
trade and investment policy ‘Trade for all’ which the
Commission launched in October 20151.
“I’m interested in hearing everyone’s suggestions and
concerns. Engaging more with civil society is a high priority
for me as EU Trade Commissioner.”

Listening to civil society
The European Commission’s trade department – DG Trade – has an open
dialogue with representatives from different civil society organisations.
These include:
■
■
■
■
■
■

NGOs (including environmental, social, human rights, animal
welfare, and faith-based groups)
consumer organisations
think tanks
chambers of commerce
trade unions
employers’ and professional associations

We also work closely with the European Economic and Social
Committee (EESC).
Since 2014 we have increased the number of such meetings per year and
we have introduced innovative meeting formats:
■

■

■
■

■

Large-scale events to facilitate a more fundamental debate
on trade, such as The European Trade Policy Day (23 June
2015). Participants’ input at event was an important part of
the consultation for the Commission’s ‘Trade For All’ strategy
published in Autumn 2015.
Smaller workshops on specific subjects to hear the views of
experts and help shape policy – for instance the workshop
on the Regulation for the ’tiered’ pricing of medicines (15 July
2015)
Meetings with the EU Trade Commissioner or the DirectorGeneral of DG Trade to exchange views on trade policy
Regular updates to relay information on policy developments
or negotiating rounds, as part of DG Trade’s civil society
dialogue process
Stakeholder meetings during negotiating rounds for the
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP),

where businesses and civil society groups can discuss their ideas
and concerns directly with EU and US negotiators.
Since 2014, interest in our civil society meetings on trade has grown, with
more organisations and more people taking part in the meetings.
Average participant
per meetings
2013
2014
2015

Number of
participants

31

2013
2014

65

655
912

2015

99

2380

Today over 440 civil society groups are registered on DG Trade’s database, a
40% increase since 2013.
The Commission has an open door policy for organisations that want to
come and discuss their wishes or concerns. Any organisation requesting a
meeting must be enrolled in the EU’s Transparency Register.
TTIP
Other ongoing negotiations
Sustainable development and human rights
General trade
Generalised Scheme of Preferences
Access to medicines

Meeting topics

Conflict minerals

2015

Intellectual property

2014

To encourage organisations based outside Brussels to attend civil society
dialogue meetings, the Commission reimburses travel expenses, within
certain limits. In 2014 and 2015 this enabled over 40 representatives of
organisations to come to Brussels and have their say.

Consulting and updating the public
Engaging with people also means making information available.
The EU Trade website (http://ec.europa.eu/trade) has a wealth of information
in various languages about EU trade policy. It also has over 500 documents
related to ongoing and completed negotiations, including:
■ Position papers
■ Textual proposals (legal texts tabled in trade negotiations)
■ Factsheets and FAQs
■ Press releases and background papers
■ Studies
■ Meeting reports

Increasing transparency in the TTIP
negotiations
“We want to consult even more extensively on TTIP and be
even more transparent, so we can show clearly what the
negotiations are about and de-mystify them. We’ll use this as
a basis to engage further with stakeholders and the public.”
Commissioner Malmström, 25 November 2014
In 2013 the EU and US launched negotiations for a Transatlantic Trade and
Investment Partnership (TTIP). The talks have generated unprecedented
public interest. In response, we have:
■
■
■

dedicated a part of our website to TTIP
published negotiating texts, background papers and much more
held numerous meetings with civil society in Brussels and beyond.

In 2014 we held a public consultation on investor-state dispute
settlement (ISDS). We received nearly 150,000 replies.
The results fed directly into policy and the Commission proposed replacing
ISDS with an Investment Court System (ICS). The EU’s member states
accepted the new proposal. The EU has tabled the ICS in the TTIP talks.
The EU has also included ICS in its trade agreements with Canada (CETA)
and Vietnam.
With TTIP, we introduced a new meeting format – large interactive
events, held during the negotiation rounds in Brussels, in which the EU
and US chief negotiators discuss the negotiations with a wide range of
stakeholders.

Here, both businesses and civil society groups can present their ideas
and concerns directly to the EU and US negotiators.
We held four of these stakeholder events in 2014-15, regularly attracting
up to 300 participants.
We also organise special workshops to discuss specific issues, such as
on TTIP and chemicals in November 2014, or pharmaceuticals, medical
devices and cosmetics in TTIP in May 2015.
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Reaching out beyond Brussels
The European Commission holds Citizens Dialogues in the member
states where the EU Trade Commissioner discusses trade issues with the
public. The Commissioner and other staff from DG Trade also regularly
attends civil society events outside Brussels to discuss TTIP and answers
questions.

The Commissioner also regularly meets members of national parliaments,
sometimes speaking to parliaments or their trade committees.

Stay informed!



Take a tour and get updates on our website:
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/



Follow us on twitter:
@Trade_EU and @EU_TTIP_Team



Call the Info Center:
00800 6789 1011



Write to us:
europa.eu/europedirect
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